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Note: Repurposed con-
tent with permission 
from Casual Living 

magazine, January 2016.
     In the past, outdoor fabrics 
were pre� y easy to identify 
with fairly limited options 
beyond the usual canvas, jute 
and the like. But technol-
ogy and creative thinking 
from fabric producers mean 
today’s outdoor options are 
far more varied, and thus, a 
bit more confusing. 

Don’t know your solution-
dyed acrylic from your 
acrylic-coated polyester? 
Never fear. Our fabric guide 
gives you the basics.  

OUTDOOR SPECIALTY
A number of threads, treat-

ments and weaves are designed 
speci� cally for the wear and 
tear of outdoor use, although 
indoor applications are eyeing 
them as well.

Abrasion: The surface wear 
of a fabric caused by rubbing 
and contact with another 
fabric.

Acrylic-coated polyester: 
Polyester and co� on-polyes-
ter blended fabric threads are 
woven and then dipped into 
an acrylic coating to color the 
fabric and add durability.

Canvas: A strong, durable, 
closely woven co� on fabric.

Cut yardage: A fabric 
or trimming ordered to a 
speci� c measurement, rather 
than by the piece. 

Double rubs: Abrasion test 

that evalu-
ates fabric 
strength by 
a forward-
and-back 
rubbing mo-
tion (usually 
administered 
by a Wyzen-
beek or Martindale machine) 
to determine how many rubs 
a fabric can withstand before 
tearing. Heavy-duty fabrics 
suitable for commercial use 
rate at 30,000 double rubs or 
more, and residential fabrics 
rate at 15,000 double rubs, 
which is considered average.

Hand: The quality of a fabric 
assessed by the sense of 
touch; so� ness and pliability. 

Jute: A base � ber, chie� y 
made in India, used primar-
ily for cordage and binding 
threads in carpets and rugs.

Microfi bers: A very � ne 
synthetic � ber that can be 
woven into textiles with the 
texture and drape of natural-
� ber cloth but with enhanced 

washability, breathability and 
water resistance. 
 
Olefi n: A manmade � ber 
also referred to as poly-
ethylene or polypropylene 
(depending upon its chemical 
structure) that is manufac-
tured in a similar manner 
to polyester and nylon and 
generally solution-dyed.

Solution-dyed acrylic: 
Fabrics made with yarn that 
is dyed with a liquid acrylic 
solution before the � bers are 
woven into yarn. This process 
makes it color-fast and water-
resistant while still being so�  
and breathable.
Vinyl-coated synthetic 
fi ber mesh: Vinyl-coated 
synthetic � ber mesh, also 
known as PVC mesh or sling 

fabric, is made of vinyl-coated 
polyester or acrylic yarn, 
along with other synthetics 
such as ole� n and PVC, to 
make a durable, colorfast 
outdoor fabric.

Warp and weft: In weaving, 
warp is the lengthwise thread 
in a roll, while we�  is the 
transverse thread. 

DOUBLE DUTY
Outdoor fabric producers are 

stretching their creative muscles 
– and the bounds of technol-
ogy – to create new outdoor-safe 
fabrics that have a luxurious 
look and feel that rivals their 
indoor counterparts. 

Boucle:  A knit or woven 
fabric with small curls or 
loops that create a nubby, 
kno� ed surface. 

Chenille: This so�  fabric 
is created by placing short 
pieces of yarns between core 
yarns, then twisting the yarn 
together to make fabric. 

Dobby: This decorative 
weave is characterized by 
small � gures, usually geomet-
ric, that are woven into the 
fabric structure.

Embroidery: Made by hand 
or machine, this embel-
lishment of a fabric utilizes 
colored threads that are sewn 
onto the fabric to create a 
design. 

Jacquard: Fabric woven 
with an intricate pa� ern. 

FABRIC101
Mingle Pecan 
is a PVC/Olefin 
blend material 
in the Phifertex®

brand of 
outdoor sling 
fabrics.

Olefin fabric, such as these on Phifer’s stock wall at Showtime, are 
often solution-dyed.


